
 

Meeting : Congleton Partnership Executive. 

Date :    Tuesday 3rd December 2019                 Time:   5.30pm 

Location:  Bridestones Congleton Town Hall. 

In attendance: 

Executive Members:-  :- S.Foster, M.Smith,    P.Aston,   J.Money, J.MacArthur, P.Pinto,  R.Edwards,    S.Munro, 

D.McGifford, J.Goodier, K.Wesley, S.Ward, L.Hulse ,G.Williams (Chair), D.Ritherdon, A.Martin, J.Crowther , M.Gartside 

,R.Walton , V.Burliston & V.Cutcliffe. 

 

In attendance:  Guests:- : Bob Owen ( Hydro Scheme/CVS) and Russell Chadwick (Cllr Congleton Town Council) 

 

Item Agenda Item / discussion Action / comment 

1 Welcome, Introduction & Apologies: 
 
The meeting was chaired by G.Williams. 
 
Glen welcomed all of the new members (attending or not) to The Executive. Round table introductions made. 
New member Richard Walton ( Congleton Pride) 
 

Apologies were received 
from : S.Akers Smith 
P.Houldsworth 
M.Khan. 
 

2. Minutes From Previous meeting / actions arising. 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th September 2019 were accepted as a true and correct 

 
 
 



record and signed by the chair. Proposed P.Aston and seconded S.Munro. 
 

 
 

3. Tree Planting Group. 
 
New tree planting group has been set up to support our drive to plant 30,000 (1 per resident) by beginning of 
2025.  
 
Margaret Gartside and Patti Pinto briefed us on the plans to develop three areas (500 trees and shrubs) to get 
the initiative working. 
 
The areas involved, Padgbury Lane, Marshall Grove and Quinta play area have  fully costed plans which had 
been circulated to The Executive prior to the meeting. 
 
The project will involve a great deal of partnership working between The Partnership, Congleton Town 
Council, Cheshire East, Cheshire Wildlife Trust and residents.  
 
An application for funding of £1600 was put to the executive. The application to fund was proposed by Steve 
Foster, seconded by Linda Hulse, and passed by a show of hands from the executive body. Photos of the 
planting and results will be welcomed for siting on The Partnership website as is normal once funding support 
is granted. 
 
This project is to be seen as a “starter for 10” to raise the profile of the scheme, and hopefully attract funding 
and volunteer support across the board. 
 
Where residents cannot physically be involved the opportunity to be involved through sponsorship / support 
will be available. 
 
Various ideas were raised at the meeting eg, Burial sites, family involvement etc. 
 
Patti reported that 2 new orchards have already been planted along with a few random placed trees by some 
CSG members. 
 
The will be a need to record what has been sited and a visual siting v target displayed for all to see. 
 

 

4. Town Centre report – J.MacArthur.  



1. Town Centre:  The churn of shops continues – and concern over number of empty units in prominent sites – 
Mill Street (5 plus the 3 Scarborough buildings)  Pedestrian area 6 empty units,  High Street 2 units. Since the 
last meeting ….  
 
New Shops –   Congleton Emporium and Bazaar – Lawton Street  

Cheeky Chicken – Lawton Street  
Lux – Antrobus Street  
Hayes Travel – Pedestrian area  
Proper Barbers – Market Street  

Recently Closed Shops  
Ecig  - Pedestrian Area  
Town Bathrooms – High Street 
Well Pharmacy Mill Street  

Work in Progress  
Former Farm Food - North West Air Ambulance  - Market Street (open soon) 
Former Royal Bank of Scotland  - Food  

  Former Co-op/Britannia Bank  - Gym  
  Former Retro Shop Pedestrian Area  - Training Centre  
  Former Broken Cross – Bar (same people as Rumba)  
Notice Given  
  TSB Bank – October 2020 
 
A small working group is still meeting with a small group of Market Traders to look at options to try and 
improve Congleton Market.  Congleton Makers Market will continue on the last Saturday of the month. 
Waiting for feedback from Cheshire East on plans to carry out revitalisation plans for each of the key service 
towns. Arranging a meeting with traders for January to discuss plans and ideas for 2020 to improve footfall in 
Town.  
 
Christmas Lights Switch on  
 

 
 
 
 

 



Fabulous turn out in the town for the Christmas Lights switch – thanks to all involved. Photos shown at the 
beginning of the meeting. Every year we learn something new – always look to continually improve. Very 
happy with the location of the stage this year – and with the additional space by not combining with the 
Makers Market. Great turn out from the local community and very appreciative of the volunteers and the 
businesses/organisations that helped to sponsor.  
 
Congleton Events 2020 
We are pulling together an events calendar for 2020 to use for the January Bear Necessities as well as 
creating marketing and online materials that can go far and wide publicising Congleton events. If people are 
organising public events please email the details to Jackie.macarthur@Congleton-tc.gov.uk by early 
December.  
 
Dates Aware of so far for 2020  
 
  
March 6th – 8th                  Congleton Unplugged  
April  4th                        Mayor’s Ball  
April 7th                         Easter Treats Day  
April 9th   Opening of the 5 Towns Walk  
April 10th                        Easter Service Town Centre  
May 14th                       Annual Town Meeting  
May  21st                        Mayor Making  
May 30th   Green Fayre  
May 23rd                      Paddling Pool opens for summer 
June 9th   Teddy Bears Picnic  
June 14th                                 Food and Drink Festival  
July 5th   Lions Band Concert in the Park  
July 18th                       Congleton Pride 
July (Late)   National In Bloom judging   
August 29th -30th          Jazz and Blues Festival  
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September 5th   Horticultural Show  
September 6th              Lions Duck Race./ Close of Paddling Pool  
September 12th – 27th Heritage and Antiques Festival  
September 13th            Opening of new Cenotaph  
October 6th   Community Wellbeing Fayre  
October 31st   Green Fayre  
November 8th               Remembrance Sunday  
November 28th   Likely date for Christmas Lights Switch-on  
 
Congleton in Bloom  
Highest score to date in the North West in Bloom judging! 92.5%! Some lovely praise from the judges for the 

town – and we have been nominated to represent the North West in the Britain in Bloom finals for 2020.  

Defibrillators 
Working with Congleton Lions to look at a 24/7 defib in the town centre following an incident in the town 

centre the other weekend – a number of shops approached.  

Bear Necessities  
The next edition will be distributed from the 20th January and will be written this side of Christmas – please 
let Jackie Mac know if you have articles that you would like included.  
 
 

5. Community Projects – J.Money 
 
Jo commented on the success of the Xmas Lights switch on event, including the lantern workshops and 

parade. Some lessons learned for next year.  

Food and Drink 14th June, Jo is working on “greening” the event. A green commitment will be added to the 

application form (eg. Food waste, bio fuel….) 

Jo reminded us that 2022 is the 750th anniversary of Congleton. Work has started in planning the event, Jo is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



looking to put a small working group together. This is also the 50th anniversary of The Charter (1972). 

Jo would like a full programme of activity across the whole year similar to 1972. 

The museum has started work on researching significant objects in Congleton. 

Electric Picture House. Open evening Fri 13th Dec, all welcome. 

6. Sports Trust – David McGifford. 
 
David gave the meeting a full report on the formation of The Sports Trust, its members, aims both short and 
long term. Whilst initially it started with football, and the lack of good playing fields it is starting to include other 
sports and broaden its horizons. Land as usual around Congleton is an issue, debate is ongoing with local 
landowners with a view to developing a sports and leisure offering in and around Congleton. There is little if 
no land inside the link road. 
 
An early success is the joint projected with Eaton Bank School fronted by Vale juniors for a new all weather 
playing area to be site at Eaton Bank and open for public usage outside of school operating times. This 
should be developed in the near future. 
A copy of his presentation will come out with the minutes. 
David to make contact with the newly formed Cricket Club (Congleton Cricket Club / Mossley C C ) regarding 
their situation. 

 
 
MS attach copy of 
presentation to the 
minutes. 

7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Group Reports. 

Youth Forum – G.Williams. 

Had a workshop 3 weeks ago at CHS. 

Priority projects were discussed :- 1. Events and activities, engagement, volunteering and organising events. 

                                                       2. Engagement of parents / guardians , environment, tree planting as 

families. Drop In café / juice bar. Movie Nights and Cooking classes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CSG – P.Aston. 

Hydro Scheme- The planning application is (18/5811M). Physical work has started tree clearance to access 

site (they will be replanted) looking to launch the share scheme Feb/Mar. Looking to raise awareness of the 

scheme, get more involvement with local business. 

Green Group – Joint subgroup has been set up (CSG/Town Council) chaired by M.Gartside. 

Looking at working on the planting of 30,000trees by 2025. 

2 x Green Fayres set up for next year 30th May and 31st October again to tie in with The Markers Market 

dates. 

Looking to do something in town around electric cars, perhaps tie in with the Green Fayre ( reclaim our 

streets) 

Senior Forum – MS 

Mike advised of the planned Wellbeing Fayre (6th October 2020) a working subgroup to be set up in April to 

include member(s) of the Town Council Health and Wellbeing Group. 

 

Creative Congleton – Vince Cutcliffe. 

Heritage and Antiques Festival 2020 

Dates are Sept 12 – 27 2020, over 3 weekends, similar size overall to last year (2018 event). 

Plan to kick off with a Steam Punk event and end with a 1940’s theme Dance. 

Vintage films (a season of films held at the YP) 

Some returner exhibitions from last year, some themes tbc, possible inclusion of Congleton Camera Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



exhibition, lots of work going on to make this a fantastic event again. 

Congleton Unplugged/Jazz and Blues(CJAB) 

More people (either volunteers or pro bono) have joined the team to help with organisation of the operation 

including marketing and finance. We are forming a CIC ltd company, should be complete by end of 2019, will 

be called “Congleton Live”, taking in both CJAB and Unplugged. Purpose is to increase integrity/credibility, it 

is envisaged that this will help with funding for community based activities as these expand.  

Unplugged event well on plan, some expansion to last year, will include the ticketed gigs, as last year, these 

start 29h Feb at the Cricket Club, also planning some spoken word and art events (maybe even 

dance)….extra events will spread the festival over 3 weeks though this is all tbc. Join a Band Music school 

will start Thursday 9th January (every two weeks), the free weekend of music is over 6, 7, 8 March.  

 

Elizabeth’s Group – S.Munro.  

Elizabeth’s Group is going from strength to strength, with a number of new donations and bids since last 
meeting. 
 Now Coop Charity of the year, good support from Berisfords. 
 
15th Feb a Ceilidh Irish Valentines Night. 
 
2nd May Elizabeth Day involving children, launch Elizabeths’ Trail. 
 
28th May – Dr Maureen Wright (now a patron) Lecture Event/ Launch of her new  book on Elizabeth. 
 
Website up and running. 
 
Cheshire article planned for Jan 2020 
Petra has made 8 paintings of Elizabeth to feature on merchandise  
 
The children of Eaton Bank and other schools and clubs as well as individuals will be involved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

Projects & Finance – SF/MS 

Cenotaph. Delayed until 2019. Construction starts 21st April, completion date w/c 10th August.. 

Dedication day planned for Sunday 13th September. Fundraising ongoing. 

 

Dementia Group – Diane Ritherdon. 

18 businesses received their awards after our September group meeting, all received stickers to display 

within their business, it is good to see some of them currently doing so. Several other organisations are now 

contacting us to get involved, Chris Daly is following these requests up. 

Dementia Friends. We now have 850 DF’s in Congleton (tgt 1000) with a major session planned next week at 

Eaton Bank (year 9) Diane, Sue and Peter Munro all involved. 

Diane plans to run a DF Session for our new councillors in the new year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 AOB. 

U3A – Sue Ward. Sue reported that the group which is highly successful with over 1000 members and has a 

lot to offer, is still not terribly well known and in need of some PR to spread the word. 

They have now become very active members of In Bloom through their gardening group. 

More information can be found on their website https://www.congletonu3a.org.uk/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.congletonu3a.org.uk/


Connected Communities – Grant Schemes. 

Val outlined the two new  grant schemes being launched by Cheshire East:- 

1. My Bright Idea Fund. £250 open to all. Local application / local decision making x 4 times a year.  

2. Our Community Bright Idea. Up to £10,000 can be used for Capitol / Revenue. This will be judged by a 

centrally. 

Website for more detail and application form : www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/communitygrant 

01270 685809. 

 

Partnership Balance Sheet Updates. 

After discussion it was agreed to feature a financial report at future Executive Meetings. 

9 The meeting ended at 7.00pm 

Next Meeting is:- Tuesday 3rd March 2020, Congleton Town Hall, 5.30pm.  

Signed:-                                                        Chair. 
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